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off from the speaker, and listened to the address with the
closest attention and, I admit, a certain amount of sen-
sitiveness, as was natural. I also examined the specimens
illustrating the effects of the bullet, and the skiagraphs.
The conclusion I came to was that no one could have
handled the gruesome subject in better taste than
v. Brans. The title (now before me) in the printed " Tages-
Ordnung " was "I nhumane Kriegsgeschosse," but beyond de-
monstrating on the human body the terrible effects of the
bullet. and suggesting that these might call for a modifica-
tion of the Petersburg Convention, there was nothing in the
address to hurt the feeling of any Englishman. In conversa-
tion subsequently with v. Bruns, he expressed the hope that
he had not gone too far, and I felt obliged to compliment
him cordially upon the way in which he had handled so
delicate a matter.
As to the wounds themselves, I have never seen anything

so terrible, whether in railway injuries or in war. It fell to
my lot to see many gunshot wounds during the campaign of
1870 and I871, but anything so horrible as these I never saw.
I venture to think that it would be a pity if this purely scien-

tific address of one of Germany's greatest and most temperate
surgeons should, however unintentionally, be interpreted to
reflect upon the want of humanity of our people. I had
many opportunities subsequently of discussing the matter
with several of the most distinguished German surgeons, and
feel sure that such an intention was not harboured in any
way.-I am, etc.,

ARTHUR E. BARKER,
Professor of Surgery at University College, London.

Harley Street, W., May 24th.

NATIONAL DEPOSIT FRIENDLY SOCIETY.
SIR,-Allow me, as an old member of the Executive of the

National Deposit Friendly Society, a short response to Dr.
Cox of Gateshead.
He desiderates a maximum wage limit, but apparently for

our Society only. Can he point to any large benefit society
which has such a limit? Would it not approach the imprac-
ticable and the invidious ? He says that the people attracted
to the National Deposit Friendly Society are chiefly the best.
paid artisans, the men who have hitherto paid willingly the
"usual 28. 6d." That sum for every attendance may fit the
incomes of such men, but it cannot fit the average income of
the wage-earning class in Gateshead, and it is for the whole,
not a section, of that class that our Society caters. The
majority of our members do not pay more than 28. monthly
contribution. Thousands of them are agricultural labourers.
From particulars now before me of about fifty members at.
Gateshead, it appears that their weekly incomes range from
about 208. to 40s., without reckoning some lads whose income
is under 'Os.; 358. is, I am told, the highest pay of an engineer
when trade is good, his house rent being about 5s. gd.
What do the doctors of Gateshead receive from labourers ?

One cannot help inferring that if " 23. 6d. all round" be the
usual remuneration made by the best paid artisan, the scale of
our Society is above-far above-the average remuneration
received by the faculty from the wage earners of that great
town.
The National Deposit Friendly Society pays the doctor

punctually and monthly. It not only, as Dr. Cox says, pays
for work done (not by contract), but some of its members
have extra attendance and pay extra charge with which the
Society has nothing to do.-I am, etc.,
Bedford, May 23rd. EDWIN RANSOM.

SIR,-My friend Mr. Alfred Cox has a letter on the above in
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of May 14th. The Society has
lately sought to establish itself in this district, and my
attention has been drawn to its rules and methods.

Its operations are quite different to those of any ordinary
friendly society, in that it pays the doctor for work done, and
not by contract. The members' bill is paid monthly, and
there are no bad debts.
Persons in good circumstances are not at all likely to join

this Society, as the largest amount of sick pay is only £3 per
week, of which 158. wolId have to be deducted from the mem-

ber's own. deposit account. Thus so small a benefit is not
likely to attract " rich people."
The doctor is entirely independent. It is argued against

the Society that there is no wage limit. But as it is not pro-
bable that any rich person would think it worth while to join
the Society for the small benefit to be received, a wage limit
is not necessary. Moreover, we must remember that a con-
tribution of ios. per month would entitle the doctor to a fee
of 58. per visit, with medicine for two days, by no means an
unfair remuneration.
Mr. Cox gives the scale of payment, and writes: " These

terms would, in my opinion, be perfectly fair if guarded by
a strict wage limit." We have seen, however, that this is
rendered unnecessary by the scale of payment guaranteed to
the doctor, and by its method the contribution of a member
not to exceed ios. per month.
Moreover, by amendments at the recent annual meeting

it was carried that an extra 6d. per mile per visit may-now be
charged beyond two miles in place of three as before; also for
a visit between 9 P.M. and 8 A.M. of the following day an extra
Is.; and for attendance at the doctor's office between the
same hours an extra 6d.

It seems to me, Sir, that the profession should rather wel-
come a Society which is doing much to meet the objections
which naturally arise against the unreasonable methods of
the ordinary friendly societies and medical aid tyrannies.
During a long professional life I have never had any official

relations with these egoistic institutions, but a close scrutiny
into the principles of the National Deposit Friendly Society
leads me to suggest that it deserves considerate treat-
ment.
May I also add that a spirit of altruism would be kindly

received by those we aid, and through this Society a voluntary
co-operation established, in which the mutual rendering of
services is enforced, and neither party subordinated.-I am,
etc.,
Malvern Link, May 23rd. .__ ,EDWD. W. FORSTER.

THE DISMISSAL OF PAROCHIAL MEDICAL OFFICERS
IN SCOTLAND.

SIR,-I have to thank you for giving publicity in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of April gth to my complaint as
regards dismissal of parochial medical officers. Since then I
found out that the circular calling the meeting concerned about
my dismissal was misleading and incorrect. So much was
that the case that a councillor says he did not know anything
about my dismissal till it was all over. I then informed the
Parish Council that their decision was arrived at illegally,
and that I still held my appointments. In due time, after
another meeting of Council, I received a second notice, say-
ing that in the terms of the circular calling the meeting my
services would not be required after May i6th. This gives me
notice of i8 days to clear out. Neither can this second notice
be legal, and I still hold my appointments.
My position now is that the Council, having already acted

illegally in more than one particular, may turn me out,
which amounts to assault, They threaten me in every way,
and brought a man here in my place, and he asks me if I sell
my farniture and drugs. I mean, however, to remain in my
appointments. There is much need of some remedy to
prevent parish councils from acting in such a cruel and
illegal manner.-I am, etc.,
May zoth. M.B.A.

THE ALKALINITY OF THE BLOOD IN GOUT.
SIR,-I would reply to' Dr. Luff that the blood was not

examined before the attack of gout, and that it is therefore
impossible to say that its alkalinity was not relatively
diminished by the attack, and this is my whole point, as
shown in my previous letter in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,
page 1171.

Dr. Luff asks for some references to the work of others to
show " that a diminished alkalinity of blood containing uric
acid in solution tends to throw some of the urate out of
solution." I would refer him to Sir A. Garrod's well-known
thread test,' where the addition of acetic acid to blood serum
throws out uric acid crystals on a cotton thread. Here we
may also see that Sir A. Garrod found some uric acid in

- 1 Gout and Rheumatic Gout, Third Edition, p. 86.
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normal blood, and hence made the statement that uric acid
was present in the blood in gout " in abnormal quantities"
(p. 85).

If a little dilute acetic acid be swallowed, it not only
diminishes the excretion of uric acid in the urine, but may
also at the same time cause pricking and shooting pains in
various joints and fibrous tissues, as described by Sir A.
Garrod, and attributed to gout of those tissues; and I have
inferred that the uric acid fails to appear in the urine because
it is driven out of the blood in much the same way that it is
driven out of the serum in Sir A. Garrod's test, and that the
pains in the tissues tell us where it has gone to.
Exactly similar pains can also often be produced by the

administration of iron, and these have been attributed by
Sir A. Garrod2 to the insolubility of urate of iron. Here
again I have shown that iron diminishes the excretion of
uric acid in the urine, and no doubt it would be easy to show
that it is doing this at the time these pains are being pro-
duced.
To say that the uric acid which fails to appear in the urine

is retained in the kidney in physiology, and in the tissues in
pathology, is to give at best two explanations of the same
result, while to admit with Sir A. Garrod that there is some
uric acid in the blood even in health at once removes all
difficulty.

Dr. Luff, I know, has failed to find any uric acid in the
blood of a healthy man or men, but I have elsewhere 3 given
my reasons for refusing to draw any sweeping conclusions
from his negative results.

I do not understand that Dr. Luff denies that tea contains
a compound of xanthin, and the paragraph which he himself
quotes in his lectures4 shows that I acknowledged the sub-
stance I found in animal flesh might be a similar xanthin
compound, and then went on to point out that xanthin com-
pounds are physiologically equivalent to uric acid. How
then can Dr. Luff now speak of my " assumed estimations of
uric acid;" he has himself shown that 1 refrained from
making the assumption?

If headaches are due to xanthin in tea they may equally be
due to xanthin in meat, and they can be produced by swallow-
ing several different compounds of xanthin. This chemical
question is, I maintain, trivial; and, moreover, a little later
on it may be quite easy to decide it.-I am, etc.,
Brook Street, W., May 23rd. ALEXANDER HAIG.

2 BR1TISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, April 14th, 1883.
3 Uric Acid. Fourth Edition, p. 406.

4'Ibid., Third Edition.

PAYMENTS BY HOSPITAL PATIENTS.
SIR,-I am quite content to let Mr. Garrett Horder's letter,

so far as it concerns thc management, be judged by the
answers of Sir Henry Burdett and Captain Hutton.
I am, however, requested by the honorary medical staff,

eight in number, all of them members of the British Medical
Association, to protest against Mr. Horder's suggestion that
the hospital is unworthy of support because of the trivial
character of the medical work. This is the more necessary
because the recent grant of the British Medical Association
to the Hospital Reform Association confers a certain import.
ance on Mr. Horder's letters, which they would not, on their
merits, otherwise carry. This protest may be contained in a
few words. It has already been published that at this hos-
pital during the past year close upon 2,oCo patients came on
the recommendation of what Mr. Horder's Association calls
a " competent medical authority," and on the day before Mr.
Horder's letter appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,
22 out of the 38 new cases admitted were sent by medical
practitioners. Of these 22 patients, 13 at least were the sub-
ject of diseases which Mr. Horder considers " general
practitioners would be able to deal with quite- as effectually "
as the staff of this hospital. I enclose the details for your
verification.-I am, etc., RICHARD KBESHAW,
Central London Throat and Ear Hospital, Secretary.

Gray's Inn Road, May 34th.

AN ADVERTISEMENT.
SIR,-In the Scotsman apd Glasgowv Herald of May i6th the

following advprtisemnnt appears:
MEDICAL OFFICER.-Wanted by the Loyal Lewis Lodge of Oddfellows,

Stornoway, a Drofessional gentleman, to act as medical officer; to enter

upon the duties on ISt July next. Applications to be lodged not later
than 6th June with the Secretary, who will furnish further particulars as
to salary, etc. Stornoway Burgh and Parish, with a population of 12,000,
offr peculiar inducements to an energetic medical man.
Of course, these advertieements are regarded now by the pro-

fession with a certain amount of suspicion, and few take any
notice of them. In case, however, there may be any who
might think of applying for " further particulars," it may be
well to state the facts of the case so as to obviate the possi-
bility of any respectable member of the profession becoming
a " blackleg." The late medical officer of the lodge held the
office for over nine years. He visited the lodge patients at
distances within a radius of three miles, supplied medicines
and appliances, and examined candidates (no fee). His re-
muneration was at the rate of 2S. 6d. per member per annum.
Here is an abstract of the work done and medicines, etc.,,
supplied during the past twelve months.

Examinations of new members. ... 49
Visits .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 305
Consultations ... ... ... ... ... 164
Bottles of medicine ... ... ... ... ... 274
Packets of powders ... ... ... ... ... 18(
Boxes of pills, capsules. suppositories, tabloids, etc. 8i
Lotions and liniments ... ... ... ... ... 93
Dressings ... ... ... ... ... ... 92
Boxes of ointment .14 ... ... ... ... 14
Plasters ... . ... ... 4
Minor operations. ... 7
For all this work, medicines, etc., the medical officer re-

ceived the sum of £33. Finding that he could not afford to
continue this one-tided arrangement any longer, he recently
inquired of the lodge if he was expected to continue all this at
the same remuneration. In reply he was offered 6d. per
member additlon1l, thus increasing the allowance to 35. per
member. This offer the medical officer naturally regarded
as playing with the question, and he tendered his resigna-
tion; hence the advertisement. In case the "further par-
ticulars" may not include the fact, I may state that there
are already five medical men in active practice in the burgh
and parish, and outside of the burgh the population con-
sists mainly of crofter fishermen, who are not blessed with
too much cash.
The most pleasant relationship has always subsisted

between the medical officer and the members of the lodge,
and all his communications on the subject of remuneration
were couched in most courteous and considerate terms. Only
a handful of members attend the lodge meetings, and a great
number of the members have expressed their indignation at
this attempt to introduce a "blackleg."-I am, etc.,
May ixth. A LoCAL PRACTITIONER.

¢b tu"at#j.
DR. ROBERT KIRKWOOD, of Largs, Ayrshire, died on May 21St

at his house in Largs, at the age of 74 years. He had retired
for some years from the active practice of his profession, but
continued to reside in Largs, which was his native place, and
where for a long time he had been held In the highest esteem.
He graduated in Glasgow University in 1854, and became a
Fellow of the Faculty of Physicians of Glasgow in I866. He
was specially interested in sanitary science, and had con-
tributed a great deal to awaken and develop public appre-
ciation of sanitary measures. After his retirement from
professional work his efforts on behalf of public health found
scope in the Ayrshire County Council. He was also a Jus-
tice of the Peace for his county. -

WE regret to have to record the death. at the age of 32, of
Dr. FRANK GRANOB, of Southampton. Dr. Grange received
his medical education at Charing Cross Hospital Medical

I
School, and was House Physician to that hospital and to the
Hospital for Coneumption and Diseases of the Cbest,
.Brompton. He had a distinguished career as a student
at the University of London. He obtained the gold
medal and exhibition in Materia Medica and Pharma-
ceutical Chemistry at the lntermediate Examination in i886,


